
 
February 15, 2017 

Finance and Instruction & Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting 

 

A joint meeting of the Finance and Educational Planning & Technology Subcommittees of the 

Westfield School Committee was held on Wednesday, February 15, 2017, at 6:30 pm in the 

Auditorium, upper campus, at Westfield Technical Academy, 33 Smith Avenue, Westfield, MA.  

Members present by roll call:  Mr. Kevin J. Sullivan, Mr. Ramon Diaz, Mr. Jeffrey Gosselin, and 

Mrs. Cindy Sullivan.  Also in attendance:   Mrs. Diane Mayhew and Mayor Brian Sullivan.  

 

Mr. Sullivan called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 

 

1. Public participation, excluding personnel:  to be addressed at the end of the presentation 

 

2.  Discussion of school year FY2018 and presentation of options: 

     Mr. Sullivan, Chair of Finance Subcommittee, called the meeting to order.  He stated  

     that the purpose of the joint subcommittee meeting was to continue discussions on the  

     redistricting options for next year in order to close a budget gap.   

 

     Superintendent Czaporowski shared a Power Point presentation (attached) that included  

     the four (4) options that were remaining. 

 Options: 

 #1.   Russell Elementary School remains open 

 #3.   Redistribute the 187 students to other elementary schools and redistrict all  

                    elementary schools 

 #5.   Redistrict to six K-4 elementary schools and two 5-8 middle schools 

    #6.   Redistrict to six K-4 elementary schools, one 5-6 intermediate school, and one  

                    7-8  middle school 

 

     Mr. Czaporowski requested that the School Committee eliminate option #3.  Option #3  

     would redistribute the 187 Russell Elementary students into the existing six elementary  

     schools.  He stated that this option was not practical because it would require finding  

     five additional classrooms in order to keep class sizes down, which are not available.  In  

     addition, at this time in the year, he felt it was not optimal to make the changes for the  

     next year and stated that more time to plan would be ideal to take all things into  

     consideration.   

 

     Mayor Sullivan stated that there was potential to keep Russell Elementary School open  

     for one or two more years.   Mrs. Sullivan stated that what she is hearing is more  

     time is needed.  Also, she would like to make sure the process continues if more time  

     was granted, noting that the push and pull for the students at Russell is difficult.  

 

     Mrs. Sullivan moved, Mr. Sullivan seconded to remove Option #3, redistribution of  

     Russell students.   All were in favor.  Motion passes. 

 

    Public participation: 

    Diane Hodges, Loomis Ridge 

    Ms. Hodges spoke about the district report card.  She requested that the City Council be  

    asked for more funds and asked people in attendance to sign a petition, to that effect. 



    Carrie Callan, Colony Drive 

    Ms. Callan expressed her concerns about option #5.  She stated that putting grade 5  

    students on the same bus as grade 8 students was a huge concern.  

     

   Rich Roy, St. James Avenue 

   Mr. Roy stated that he purchased his home because due to a neighborhood school.  He  

   opposed grade 5 students going to middle school.   

 

   David Schroth, Darwin Drive 

   Mr. Schroth brought up the issue of the Ashley Street school building project.  He also  

   stated that a long-term solution was needed.   

 

   Superintendent Czaporowski responded that the Ashley Street school project was  

   approved by the state at 64% reimbursement.  He stated that if the process were to start  

   over, the state might only reimburse at 52% on the dollar, which makes a huge difference  

   for a $30-$40 million project.   

 

   Mayor Sullivan noted that the Ashley Street school project case was won in district court  

   and won in appeals court.  

 

   Angie Lamothe, Dana Street 

   Ms. Lamothe reported that she is a parent of children that attend Russell Elementary  

   School and she preferred the grade 5-6 and grade 7-8 option.   

 

   In closing, Mr. Gosselin, Chair of the Instruction & Curriculum Subcommittee, stated 

   that the committee considers students first in making decisions, wanting students to learn  

   and do well and the teaching staff.  Also, the budget process was started early as to  

   balance the budget and have a minimum of layoffs.  

 

   Mr. Sullivan stated that the committee was aware that it was going to be a difficult year  

   and hopefully more local aid from Boston would be coming.   

 

  At 7:45 pm Mr. Sullivan moved, Mrs. Sullivan seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All  

  were in favor. 

 

  A report on this meeting was given to the school committee at the March 6, 2017 meeting.   

  Approved by school committee members at the March 6, 2017 school committee  

  meeting. 

    

     ________________________________ 

     Kevin J. Sullivan, Chairperson 

     Finance Subcommittee 

 

________________________________ 

     Jeffrey Gosselin, Chairperson 

     Educational Planning & Technology Subcommittee 
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